
Parents are encouraged to 

continue to access student 

grades and reports of miss-

ing assignments regularly 

on PIV at https://

piv.osceola.k12.fl.us/. 

Thank you for your support 

and for making your childôs 

education a number one 

priority.  We wish you an 

enjoyable holiday break 

with your family! 

Cindy Mohen,  

Principal 

Our Neptune teachers be-

lieve wholeheartedly in do-

ing ñwhatever it takesò to 

help students succeed.  

Neptune Middle Schoolôs 

goal for 2011-2012 is to 

strive to maintain our com-

mitment for excellence and 

continue to maximize stu-

dent learning gains. 

In an effort to successfully 

achieve this goal, we offer 

the SPIRIT Power Hour 

after school.  Students 

struggling academically to 

maintain passing grades, as 

well as students who per-

formed below average on 

the 2011 FCAT in math 

and/or reading, are offered 

tutoring sessions.  Academ-

ic teachers for all curriculum 

areas are available to help 

students, to assist with 

grade recovery and also 

provide needed skill remedi-

ation, from 3 to 4 pm every 

day except Wednesdays.   

In addition, SPARKLE 

(Students Provided Aca-

demic Remediation, Know-

how, Lessons, and Enrich-

ment) has students receiv-

ing additional learning op-

portunities during our 

school day schedule on 

Wednesday mornings from 

7:30-8:06 am.  First period 

teachers assist students to 

access PIV (PINNACLE 

Internet Viewer) so they can 

work on missing assign-

ments.  Team teachers 

work together to pull stu-

dents to their rooms for 

completion of work or extra 

help.  School-wide, students 

will be taking part in math 

performance assessments 

and then participating in 

skill-building groups to help 

maximize student perfor-

mance on the 2012 FCAT in 

mathematics .  

NMS E XTENDED  L EARNING  OPPORTUNITIES  

D ISTRICT  SCHOOL  U NIFORM  POLICY  R EMINDERS  

Thank you for continuing to 
support the school uniform 
policy.  As we begin to ex-
perience some drops in the 
temperature, we would like 
to clarify the jacket policy. 
The Dress Code Policy 
does not prohibit students 
from wearing coats, jackets, 
sweaters, or other appropri-
ate outer garments when 
necessary due to weather 

conditions; however, the 
items should be the appro-
priate size for the student 
and should have a zipper or 
buttons for ease of removal.  
Inside the classroom, outer 
garments shall be removed, 
unzipped, or left open to 
allow for the school uniform 
to be visible.  Hats, hoods 
and scarves are  permitted 
only when the temperature 

drops significantly, and 
must also be removed when 
inside. In addition, turtle-
necks or shirts worn under 
the dress code shirt for 
warmth must be one of the 
required colors (navy, white, 
black or gold/yellow).   
Sweat pants and boots are 
not permissible.  Please 
contact the school if you 
have questions or concerns. 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  
 

DECEMBER 

19-30 Winter Break                                                    

 

JANUARY 

2    Teacher/Student Holiday 

3    Classes resume 

16    Martin Luther King Day                                   
  Student Holiday                       

27 Teacher Workday                                
 Student Holiday 

 

FEBRUARY 

9   Report Card Parent Night 

17   Rodeo Day Holiday/No School 

28-29 FCAT Writing Test, Grade 8 
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All SMILES (Students  
Mentoring, Instructing, 
Learning, Evaluating 
and Serving) Learn and 
Serve classes organized 
a food and toiletry drive. 
This project was started 
to help Neptune Middle 
School families who are 
struggling financially. 
Students collected 
canned/boxed foods, 
toiletries, and school 
supplies from October 
17th to November 15th. 

trict, will come together 
as members of the All-
State Bands, Orches-
tras, and Choruses for 
rehearsals over three 
days, culminating in out-
standing performances.  
Music choral director, 
Lauren Benzel, will ac-
company the Neptune 
students who received 
this high honor.  

The Florida Music Edu-
cators Association, 
FMEA, will be holding 
its 68th Annual In-
Service Clinic Confer-
ence January 11 - 14, 
2012, at the Tampa 
Convention Center.  
Students of schools  in 
districts that are FMEA 
members, such as the 
Osceola School Dis-

Congratulations to the 
following outstanding 
musicians who will rep-
resent our school at the 
State event! 
 
All-State Middle School 
Mixed Chorus: 
Alyssa Hall - Alto 
Nadia McClain - Alto 
Joseph Brown - Bass 
    

GIVE THANKS BY GIVING FOOD DRIVE  

A LL  STATE  CHORAL  STUDENTS  SELECTED 

N EPTUNEõS A LL  COUNTY  B AND  M EMBERS  
Osceola All County Middle 
School Concert Band 
Flute - Gabriella Rosario 
French Horn - Giovanny Uribe, 
Zachary Richards 
Clarinet - Timothy Perez, Leroy 
Henry, Kearston  Williams 
Trombone - Skyler Vernon, 
Christopher Zappi 
Trumpet - Brooke Shendok, 
James Clement, Nadia McClain, 
Maxwell Jones 
Tuba - Alexander Hernandez, 
Christian Liciaga 
Percussion - Jorge Casamique-
la  

Osceola All County Middle 
School Jazz Band 
Trumpet - Brooke Shendok 
Alto Sax - Connor Malley 
Trombone - Christopher Zappi 

 
Special congratulations 
to Jorge Casamiquela for 
earning first chair per-
cussion in the All County 
Concert Band, and Con-
nor Malley, first chair 
lead alto sax in the All 
County Jazz Band.   

Neptune Middleôôs  band 
students competed with 
all of the middle schools 
in the county for the 
privilege to perform in a 
band comprised of only 
the finest musicians in 
the district. Congratula-
tions to the following 
outstanding Neptune 
band students for mak-
ing the All County Band 
groups:  
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More than 2400 pounds 
of food and toiletries 
were collected.  Prizes 
were awarded to the 
winning homerooms that 
collected the most food 
and supplies: 

6th grade:  Lytle - 168 
pounds 

7th grade:  West - 380 
pounds 

8th grade:  Waggoner -
76 pounds 

The students also orga-
nized a walk-a-thon and 
car wash which took 
place on October 19, 
from 7:30 am to 8:00 am 
to raise money for the 
food drive. The money 
was used to purchase 
twenty-two $20 Publix 
gift cards to accompany 
the food donations. The 
students far exceeded 
their goal of $300 this 
year, raising $440.  Way 
to go, Seahawks! 



 

The Blue Ribbon 
Schools of Excellence 
2011 National Confer-
ence was held Decem-
ber 6-10 at the Walt Dis-
ney World Contempo-
rary Resort.  Neptune 
Middle School was hon-
ored to have been se-
lected as a site for at-
tendees to visit to the 
purpose of observing 
best practices at a high 
performing school.   
More than 50 teachers 

form across the country 
toured our school ob-
serving rigorous clas-
ses.  Science students 
were engaged in hands-
on labs, such as Mys-
tery Mist and Montrous 
Mutations,  and social 
studies classes experi-
enced an Egyptian 
Tomb activity and 
learned about Federal-
ism.   Math classes 
tackled puzzling expo-
nents and graphed line-

ar equations.  Language 
arts/reading classes en-
gaged in a twist on the 
Cinderella story and a 
philosophical chair de-
bate.  Students in 8th 
grade attended a ses-
sion with author, Alex 
Flinn, discussing the 
exciting book they read, 
Beastly.  The attendees 
voiced what we already 
knew . . . Neptune is a 
great school where 
learning is engaging! 

school, and to have the 
opportunity to purchase 
signed copies of her 
book. On December 9, 
the library was elegantly 
transformed, decorated  
with white roses, black 
table coverings, rose 
petals and heart confetti 
for a special luncheon 
with the author. NMS 
students hosted a Read-

Alex Flinn, author of 
Beastly, met with Nep-
tune eighth graders on 
December 8 to talk 
about her book and an-
swer their intriguing 
questions.  Beastly is a 
modern-day version of 
Beauty and the Beast.  
The students were mes-
merized to have the au-
thor in person at our 

erôs Theater written by 
eighth grader, Lauren 
Wojcuich. Performers 
Jordyn Harlow, Harrison 
Mousseau, Blake Gen-
try, Lauren Wojcuich, 
Stephanie Cummings, 
Kearston Williams and 
Paige Young enter-
tained our guest and 
also participated in a 
writing workshop. 

B LUE  R IBBON  N ATIONAL  CONFERENCE  V ISITORS  

A UTHOR  SPEAKS TO  EIGHTH  GRADE  STUDENTS   

A NTI -B ULLYING  PRESENTATION  PLANNED  

research that indicates 
both victims and bullies 
suffer lifelong conse-
quences for their ac-
tions, and that the single 
most effective interven-
tion to interrupt bullying 
behavior is peer pres-
sure from other stu-
dents. On Wednesday, 
December 14th, John 
Halligan will conduct a 
presentation for Nep-

As part of an initiative 
for bullying awareness, 
the seventh grade stu-
dents at Neptune Middle 
School visited the Mait-
land Holocaust Museum 
and Memorial Center in 
October. The Holocaust 
Centerôs new project, 
UPSTANDERS: Stand 
Up to Bullying, address-
es bullying in a useful 
way. It is based on solid 
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tune Middle Schoolôs 7th 
grade students.  He will 
speak about bullying 
and the impact it has on 
the lives of the persons 
being bullied and their 
families.  Mr. Halligan 
will relay his own tragic 
experience as a dad 
whose 13-year old son 
took his own life in 
2003, after incessant 
bullying by his peers. 



Neptuneôs cross country 
intramural team had an 
incredible season!  Both 
the girlsô and boysô run-
ning teams came in first 
in the county. Torri 
Twiggs came in first for 
the girlsô team and Jim-
my Sanchez crossed 
the line first for the boysô 
team.  Neptune is striv-
ing to hold onto the 
county cup and these 
first place wins make for 
a great start! 

The teams are coached 
by PE Coach, Judi Arnold, 
whose passion and dedi-
cation to middle level stu-
dent sports is unmatched!      

Seahawk Girlsô CC team:                     
Sara Crawford                        
Taylor Kelley                                
Rachel Shirah                           
Kaitley Shirah                          
Kierra Crane                             
Crystal Marrero                         
Kiersten Kelley                                               
Callie Politano                        
Kemely Santos                                      
Lauren Wojcuich                            
Torri Twiggs                                     
Maddie Urquiola 

V OLLEYBALL  SEASON  

Seahawk Boysô CC team:            
Brock Barber                                  
Samuel Castin                            
James Clement                              
Joseph Clement                                
Diego Gonzalez                               
Eddy Gutierrez                               
Jason Heineman                            
Cristian Medina                             
Mason Moore                                   
Jesse Richards                                             

Christopher Rodriguez                     
Jimmy Sanchez                             
Aôirrion Scott-West                       
Hunter Secrest                                  
Nicky Rea                                        

Michael Ambrosio                           
Travis Newman 

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the 
NMS winners at the Annual 
Basketball Hoop Shoot 
sponsored  by the Elks 
Club, which took place in 
Neptuneôs gymnasium on 
Thursday, December 1st: 

Age 10-11  Brooke Barber                       
      Anthony Legendre 

Age 12-13  Kierra Crane          
      Xavier Miranda 

CROSS COUNTRY  T EAMS  T AKE  1ST PLACE  

ELKS  CLUB  H OOP  SHOOT  CONTEST  W INNERS  
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 Neptuneôs competitive 
volleyball team played 
hard this season and 
ended with an exciting 
win over Harmony 
Community School. 

The team is coached by 
PE teacher, Katie Ad-
ams, whose love for the 
sport and her students 
is contagious!   

 

NMS Volleyball team: 

Kaitley Shirah   

Sabrina Pippin   

Krystine Kossol  

Cortney Taylor  

Maddie Urquiola  

Alexis Pippin   

Kiersten Kelley  

Sara Crawford (Captain) 

Paige Shantz   

Anthony Portorreal  

Tyler Sorenson 
(Captain)  

Jake Clark   

Kellsi Crow   

Marlo Whaley   

Dimitria Woods 

  


